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Summary of available surveillance data on hepatitis C virus infection from eight Arctic
countries, 2012 to 2014
We summarised available hepatitis C virus (HCV) surveillance data for 2012–14 from Arctic/sub-Arctic
countries/regions. We sent a HCV data collection template by email to public health authorities in all
jurisdictions. Population statistics obtained from census sources for each country were used to estimate rates
of reported acute and chronic/undifferentiated HCV cases. Seven countries with Arctic regions (Canada,
Denmark, Finland, Greenland, Norway, Sweden and the United States, represented by the state of Alaska),
including three Canadian territories and one province, as well as 11 Russian subnational Arctic regions,
completed the data collection template. Data on acute HCV infection during 2014 was available from three
Arctic countries and all Russian Arctic regions (rate range 0/100,000 population in Greenland, as well as Nenets
and Chukotka Automous Okrugs (Russian subnational Arctic regions) to 3.7/100,000 in the Russian Republic of
Komi). The rate of people with chronic/undifferentiated HCV infection in 2014 ranged from 0/100,000 in
Greenland to 171.2/100,000 in Alaska. In most countries/regions, the majority of HCV-infected people were
male and aged 19–64 years. Differences in surveillance methods preclude direct comparisons of HCV
surveillance data between Arctic countries/regions. Our data can inform future efforts to develop standardised
approaches to HCV surveillance in the Arctic countries/regions by identifying similarities/differences between
the surveillance data collected.
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